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TO THE

KINGS, and PRINCES
Of the EARTH.

Great and ﬂfv'gbl] Totm«le:,

S it is your peculiar Ho-
e nour to be fet in your
.}{ A 1% High Stations as Repres
k_'_«,,;ﬁ Jomatives of GO D the
e Great Sovereign of  the
Woild, and King of Kmas; fo it is
your Greateft Glory and Happine(s
to be Like Him, and Reprefent Him
rot only in His Dominion and Power,
but ailo in His Wifdam, Goodncfs and
A3 Univestal
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vi DEpicaTiION.

Univerfal Beneficence. And as Tour
Example is generally fo Prevalent as to
form Your Courts and Subjells into
Compliance and Imitation, You are
hereby render’d more capable of Pro-
moting His Honour, and ti.e Ends of
His Govermment,

And whereas it has pleas’d His Ds-
vime Mayly to give forth numerous
Signs and L'okens of his nearer Advent,
both in Grace and Judgment at this
Day, and appeir more nearly to In-
terpole by His Condu&t and Provi-
dence in the Concerns and Interefts of
the Kings and Kmgdoms of the Earth ;
and this ia order to Eftablifh therein
the Latt Gieat and Unverfal Monarchy
of his Sur, accorling to the Antient
Prophefies, in a Kingdom of Peace
and Rigbtcwfuefs :  And has alfo caus'd
the Truwnpct of His Kigdom to be blown
in Diverfe Nations, thro’ Cholen In-
{tiuments, to awaken and excite the
World to the Preparation of His Way :
It is His Will and good Pleafure at
this [imeto Summon and Invite you
as His Vice-Geeants to atte‘n.d .His
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- DEpicaTiON. v
Motions, and Concur in His Meafures
toward the Execution of this His
Eternal Decree. And particularly in or-
der hereto, and under the powerful
Influences of the Prince of Peace, fo
Confpicujus at this Day, you are by
Him requir'd to Smdg, and Promote
Peace in your feveral Stations. Where-
by your own Kingdoms may not only
be g‘(laﬂg,‘ﬁr’d, but become truly Hap
and Glorzous, as form’d into the Model
of, and Refleting the Glory of His:
Who comes now in His FaATnEer’s
Power, with his Rod of Iron to Subdue
and crufth his Enemies; while He Sways
among His Ele Ones the Golden Scep-
ter of Grace and Love.

So may Your Subordinate Sceprers
flourith mm your Hands; and the
Mighty GOD and Sovereign over
All reign with You, and in You;
and thro’ You, as made  Nufiyg
Fathers, aud Nurfing Maibers to his
Church, Bles the Weorld with all
kinds of Biefling, both Spiritual and
Temporal, of Heaven and of Eanh,
as here Combining.
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iv  DeEepicaTrion

And Yovuv Great and ﬂﬁglzf{y
Mon~arcu, by Divine Provi-
dence Appointed at this Great Junc-
ture to bear Rule over this Nation,
which appears the Peculiar Favarite of
Heaven, and in which the Power and
Manifeftion of the Kingdom is fo far
Advancd, May Yo v, together with
your Royal ConsorT and Q-
SPRING, become Eminently Blefi'd
in the Participation thereof : And may
your Glorious Defigns Profper in your
Hand, and become Effe&ual both in
the Work, and allo the Kingdom of
Peacek, to the Happines both of
Your Own, aud Diftant Nations,
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M=% HE Dorine of a Middle Adwent of
~ 2 172 Chriff, between his Appearance in Flefl,
(. 2T ¥%-) and his Coming to the Final Fudgment,
9%, 5% isfo Plainin Scr“igmrc, and has been in
this laft Age fo fully Prov'd by Auzbers of
Greatet Learningand Piety, both of the Ciwrch of
En;land and Orbers 5 that inftead of Repeating or
Fecrgiruladng what has been advanc'd to This
End, My Detign has been rather to Show from the
Signs and  Extraordimary Appearances of the Times,
ard alfo Experiences of the Fore-fhooting and Pre-
aratory Powers of the Kingdom of Chrif by many
in This and Other Nations, that the Expedted
Times are alceady Upon ws, and the Work of
God far Advanc'd among us; tho' the Geaerali-
ty are Infenfible of it, and many cither mot ar all
Expctiing any fuch Thing atthis Day, or ftill Cry-
ing, iWbere is the Promife of bis Coming ?
f his Defign has been executed in Part in 2 Book
alrcady Publifh’d lmiiBlcd, Tée Greas Crifa, or,
the
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viii The PREF ACE.

the Myftery of the Times and Seafons Unflded; Prepara-
tive to rhis Prefent Work ; which enters deeper
into the Subjeét, particularly of the Extraordinary
Appearances, Manifcftations and Experiences;
and defcends more 10 the Pradical Part: Thus as
after the manner of the Spies of Camaan, bringing
Samples of the Fruit of the Good Land to be feen,
talted, and judg'd of.

It is ftrange, and even Surprizing to confider
how the Fairh of this Nexr Advent of Chriftis neg-
leéted, and funk in the Chriftian Church; but
thar indeed Himiclf has fo particularly Foretold us
of itz F'hom I come hall I find Faith on the Earth >
[i e of this My Coming, 2and in Preparation to
meet Me.] Therefore Himfelf has Appointed an
Elias Wark to Excite the finking Faith, and almoft
Expiring Charity, in Preparation of his Way.
The Appearance of which, as that of Foln Bapif
before, whom He immediately follow’d, is one of
the Greawclt Signs of the Ncarnefs of his Qwn
Advent.

The Scripture Prophecy of this Advent, call'd
allo a [Sccond] Birth of Chrift, asthe Man Child 10
Rule the Nattons, on which the Cry is, Now is come
Salvation, and Strength, and the POwer of cur Ged, [He
coming now in Power of his Father,] and ithe
KINGDOM of His Chrift, [before Humbled and
Crucified,] as Rev. 12 10. This is 2 Gefpel Prophecy as
Plain and Solemn (and that in Concurrence with
feveral othiers) as the Prepbey or Prophecies of his
Firlt Coming were under the Law: and conle-
qucatly This isin like maaner the O5¢Z of the
Chriffian’s Faith, as Thar was of the Few's: Which
as it adds to the Wonder of fuch a Defeét of Faith
in the Church, fo it might jullly concur as a Rea-
fon why Chrif fhould take fo Particular Notice of
ir, and point it out in (uch 2 Signal manner. Bur
the Faith of the Primisive Chrliians was fo flrong

: and
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The PREF AC E. i

ard lively inthis Point, and their Expe&tation of
it fo Forward, thar St. Pas/ was inflru@ted in the
Spirit 1o fer them right, and Inform them, That
Zwat Day would not come till there fhou'd be a
Fulling away [in the Church,] and the Man of Sin
fhoaid be Reveal'd, [tll Ansi-Corif fhould have
had his Appointed, or Limired Time in the
Church.]

Many things have concur’d in thefe Lartter Times
to damp or extinguith this Faith. To pals by the
General Immerfion of Chriftians into the Spirit of
this Worid, and the Supincnefs of Psfors in the
various Profeflions and Partics, at Eafe in their
prelent Acquifitions, and Indifpos’d to fuch In-
quities ; I fhall Single out fome of the more Parti-
cul.:lr Impediments, and Offfzcles againft this
Faich,

Thefe are either Miltaken Temers and Traditions
crept into the Church; or Offenc:s ribng from the
Impoitures and Delufions of the Great Enemy,
Cr from the Defe@s, Errors, or Mixtures of [uch as
bave entertain’d the Faith of the Kingdom. Some
of thele, as here ranking 'em together, I fl.all touch
but briefly, being elfewhere in thefe Works fpoke
of more at large.

The Tradsims are, Firlt, that the Scripture Canos
isnow Seal'd, in which the Truth and Nature of
the Gofpel is {ufficiently made manifell ; the Rule
of Lifc g.ven, and the Minifiry appointed, in Suce
ccion 1o the Apsfles, to carry on the Work : fo
there is now no further Revelarion of the Mind and
Wil of God in any kind to be expzfted, nor in-
deed Needed in the Church,

This is Concluded withour Scripture or other-
wife fulficent Ground. This Carom is indeed
sdumane!y*ai'd, viz. by thole who undertouk o
Deteimin which Books fhould be allow’d Canoni-
cal, and which not. But it follows nut beoce that

B2
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x The P REF AC E.

God has laid any Reftraint upon Himfelf from any furl
ther Revelation of his Mind and Will ro the Church in
Afrer-Ages of ir, as He may fee Occalion.

But even \Vithin this Scripture Canom, g=nerally Al-
Yow d, this Doftrine is conrain’d, and the Ground of this
Fanh, vig. of Chrifts Sccond Birth in the Church and
Adrent to his Temporal Kingdom is kid ; and therein
implied that at his Coming a further and more full Re-
velation of the Mind and Will of God with relation to
fuch a New State will be made to, and in his Church.

That Pafiage Reo. »'e. 1%, 19, containing a Denuntia-
tian from God sgainft any that thou'd add or rake away
from the things, contain’d in that Prophecy, is by fome
aledi'd as a Ground of the thus Sealing ep all Prophetic
Mlanifcitation.  Bur,

Here is to be obferv'd Firlk thar they Tlemfelves, noe
the dpofile (who Reltrains it 1o _thaf Book) applie it to
the whole Scripture with fuch a View.

“ 2%, We are to confider, What is Adding here and
taking away ? Adding mult furely be Prefuming #43thass
Inpiration, or_by a Falfe one, to Prophecy of thefe
Thirgs; and Taking away, Curtaling or Varying from
the Truth of 'em by Falle Glofles and mrerprerarions,

30 It is (3id, He that Adds or Takes away; 4. o,
the Men who fo Prefumes. It can no way belong 10 God:
nor be fuppos’d be hercin has bound vp Himfelf from
ever giving forth the Revelation of his Will Rereafter -
or that the Inftruments be fhall fo oft thall be Liable tq
the Curfe here Denounc’d. Nay, Several of the Infpir'4
After St Felm, wrote alio of thefe Things, and gave fure
thee Explanation of fome of ’em; ssmay be feen in the
Lives of the four Primitive Fathers put out by His
Grace the Prefent dreblifiop of Canterbury,

+fide meither s the Rezem here Aflgn’d, iz, The
priil of God made known, the Rule Given, and the M-

- wifliy Appomied, 3 futhicent Ground for what is infer’d
fromit; to wir, that no further Prophecy or Revelation
s to be expefted: -All this sppear'd in the Conftitution
b tiue Mefaic Lem} notwitkllancing which Frefh Mani-

fcltations
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